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KATAHJ	CO PLEY

A 	WORK 	F O R 	WIND 	BAND 	T ITLED :

DOPE
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INSTRUMENTATION
WOODWINDS
PICCOLO
FLUTE	I 	/	I I
OBOE	I 	/	I I
BASSOON	I 	/	I I
CLARINET	IN	Bb	I 	/	I I 	/	I I I
BASS	CLARINET

SOPRANO	SAXOPHONE
ALTO	SAXOPHONE
TENOR	SAXOPHONE
BARITONE	SAXOPHONE

BRASS
TRUMPET	IN	Bb	I 	/	I I 	/	I I I
HORN	IN	F	I 	/	I I 	/	I I I 	/	IV
TROMBONE	I 	/	I I
BASS	TROMBONE
TUBA

PERCUSSION
ELECTRIC	BASS

TIMPANI

PERCUSSION	I :	Bass	Drum,	Glockenspiel ,	&	Whip
PERCUSSION	I I :	Marimba	Glockenspiel ,	Wind	Chimes,	&	Triangle
PERCUSSION	I I I :	Vibraphone,	Xylophone,	Glockenspiel ,	&	Anvil
PERCUSSION	IV:	H i-hat,	Cowbel l ,	Brake	Drum,	Bongos,	&	Bass	Drum
PERCUSSION	V:	Tr iangle,	Tam-Tam,	Tambourine,	R ide	Cymbal	Tom-toms,	&	Bass	Drum
PERCUSSION	VI :	Tom-toms,	Wood	Blocks,	Tam-tam,	Suspended	Cymbal ,	&	Anvil

DRUMSET

PIANO THE	CONSORTIUM
When	I 	first	reached	out	to	Dr.	Jacobs	about	this	idea,	I 	didn't	expect	al l 	of	the	positive	responses	and	the	backing	from	these
organizations	and	schools.	Thank	you	to	the	fol lowing	schools,	universities,	and	organizations	for	having	faith	in	the	project.	I

am	forever	grateful . 

Jay	Jacobs	-	University	of	South	Carolina,	LEADER	OF	CONSORTIUM
Dan	Belongia	-	Arkansas	Tech	University

Mark	Spede	-	Clemson	University
Todd	Ebert	-	Cuthbertson	High	School

Sue	Samuels	-	Furman	University
Christopher	He ner	-	Lebanon	Valley	College

Serena	Weren	-	Loyola	University	New	Orleans
Joseph	Cernuto	-	Millersvil le	University

Jerry	Gatch	-	Newberry	College
Dan	McDonald	-	Northwestern	State	University

Tonya	Mitchel l -Spradl in	-	Pennsylvania	State	University
Colonel	Jason	K .	Fettig,	"The	President's	Own"	United	States	Marine	Band

Jonathan	Helmick	-	Sl ippery	Rock	University
Russel l 	McCutcheon	-	Sunderman	Conservatory	of	Music,	Gettysburg	College

Michael	Hancock	-	University	of	Central	Arkansas
Anthony	Pursel l 	-	University	of	Central	Missouri

Jay	Watkins	-	University	of	Florida
Andrea	Brown	-	University	of	Maryland

Brian	Silvey	-	University	of	Missouri
Jonathan	Caldwel l 	-	University	of	North	Carolina	Greensboro

Wil l iam	Petersen	-	University	of	South	Alabama
Jerry	Junkin	-	University	of	Texas

Josh	Byrd	-	University	of	West	Georgia
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NOTES	
	
FROM	AUSTIN,	TX:

	

				During	the	first	semester	of	my	Masters-	I	was	in	a	new	headspace. I	had	just	finished	writing	Where	The	Sky	Has	No	Stars	and	in

the	moment	of	completion	I	felt	different…I	felt	like	there	was	a	huge	restart	creatively.	However 	I	didn’t	know	what	else	to	write.	Where
The	Sky	Has	No	Stars	was	a	major	work	that	spanned	my	(at	the	time)	23	year	mental	health	journey;	so	much	work	had	been	put	into	the

piece-	and	I	felt	like	I	had	given	my	all	into	it.	So	I	began	to	write	music	that	felt	disingenuous	to	my	spirit-	I	was	going	on	autopilot	and	I	felt

like	I	had	lost	my	creative	voice. 

			During	one	of	my	composition	lessons	at	the	University	of	Texas	Austin,	my	professor	Omar	Thomas	and	I	began	listening	to	a	piece	I	had

mocked	up	a	couple	of	days	before.	We	both	weren’t	feeling	it,	and	finally	I	asked	him	to	turn	off	the	piece	and	I	told	him	it	didn’t	sound	like

me.	I	felt	lost	creatively.	He	then	asked	me	what	music	I	listen	to.	I	began	to	name	only	band	music	composers.	He	asked	me	again,	and	I	told

him	outside	of	wind	band	music	I’m	in	love	with	rap,	r	&	b,	jazz	and	soul.	This	type	of	music	has	surrounded	me	all	my	life.	I	grew	up	listening

to	and	loving	rap	music,	having	an	appreciation	and	love	for	jazz,	and	having	my	family	embrace	soul	music. 

				Then	he	asked	an	important	question	-	“Why	do	you	make	a	barrier	between	those	ideals?” 

				I	didn’t	have	an	answer.	I	sat	there-	contemplating	about	why.	I	didn’t	know	why	I	hushed	that	side	of	my	love	for	music	when	it	came	to

band	writing.	Like	many	students,	I	learned	how	to	compartmentalize	the	music;	subconsciously	I	had	created	a	switch	from	band	to	my	home

music. He	continued,	“If	you	create	something	that	is	a	celebration	of	who	you	are,	the	music	you	grew	up	with,	and	the	music	that	inspires	you

now…	then	that	would	be	dopedope…” 	

						And	with	that	this	piece	was	born.

					DOPE	is	a	gumbo	of	all	the	music	that	inspires	and	influences	me	from	Thundercat	to	Kendrick	Lamar	to	Miles	Davis	to	Hiatus	Kaiyote

and	more,	this	piece	is	in	essence	a	deep	look	into	my	musical	world-	my	life. 

					The	piece	can	be	broken	up	into	three	major	parts.	Each	part	is	named	after	my	discovery	of	my	musical	identity. 

U		N		D		E		N		I		A		B		L		Y  	(Measures	1-	181)
					The	beginning	of	this	piece	pays	tr ibute	to	old	and	new	as	the	opening	bassl ine	is	inspired	by	Thundercat’s	work
on	Kendrick	Lamar’s	untitled	no.5-	which	is	heavi ly	based	off	of	Miles	Davis’s	Nardis.	The	opening	section	is
chaotic	at	first-	hinting	at	many	themes	and	rhythms	that	are	to	come	but	then	at	the	brink	of	chaos	comes	bold	and
beautiful 	colors	from	the	ensemble	along	with	the	bravado	of	the	melody	as	we	reach	the	undeniable	truth	of	the
impact	that	Jazz,	Afro	Latin	Music,	and	Hip-Hop	has	left	on	the	music	world. 

U		N		A		P		O		L		O		G		E		T		I		C		A		L		L		Y		(Measures	182	-	341)
						F rom	the	busy,	intense	and	wild	first	section,	the	piece	shifts	into	an	ethereal	and	expressive	mood.	During	this
section,	the	colors	of	the	music	shifts	ambiguously	and	goes	back	and	forth	from	cold	colors	to	warm	embraces-	l ike
Turiya	Alice	Coltrane	&	Devadip	Carlos	Santana’s	I l lumination . 	F rom	this	moment,	the	flute	opens	with	a	new
theme	similar	to	the	freedom	of	John	Coltrane’s	After	the	Rain	and	Hiatus	Kaiyote's	Stone	or	Lavender . 	This
section	is	fi l led	with	different	rhythms	and	feels	to	give	a	feel ing	of	hope,	happiness	and	home.	F inal ly	the	section

reaches	its	cl imax	with	a	huge	warm	arr ival -	unapologetical ly	beautiful 	and	unapologetical ly	black. 

U		N		D		I		S		P		U		T		E		D		L		Y		(Measures	342	-	478)
						With	this	section,	I 	embraced	not	only	al l 	the	styles	from	the	past	two	sections,	but	also	embraced	the	new	age
of	music-	with	inspirations	from	Tyler	The	Creator,	The	Internet,	NEW	Kendrick	Lamar	material ,	and	Kamasi
Washington . 	This	section	is	bold,	brash	and	fi l led	with	high	energy.	The	final 	moments	of	the	piece	is	a	kaleidoscope
of	sound,	style	and	colors	of	the	ensemble	with	the	final 	l ines	of	the	piece	being	the	undisputed	statement	of	the
main	motif.  

			Lastly	I	want	to	dedicate	this	project	to	my	professor	Omar	Thomas,	for	helping	me	find	a	new	sound	that’s	been

with	me	for	so	long.	Thank	you	for	pushing	me	to	reach	goals	I	wouldn’t	have	thought	I	would	reach	when	I	first

started	at	UT. This	is	a	celebration	of	the	mixture	of	jazz,	hip-hop,	and	soul. 

			This	is	a	project	that	allowed	me	to	find	myself	again. 

			This	is	DOPE.
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ADDITIONAL	INFORMATION
	
To	understand	the	piece,	you	must	have	respect	for	where	the	music	comes	from.	Which	means	l istening	is	key.	To
understand	the	“vibe”	of	the	piece,	my	ears	and	mindset	were	centered	on	these	works	for	8	months.	There	is	a	level
of	cool	and	orchestration	with	each	one	of	these	l istenings.	There	are	clean	versions	of	the	expl icit	songs	as	wel l .	

Kendrick	Lamar	-	For	Free	(Clean)

Kendrick	Lamar	-	The	Heart	Part	1-5	(Clean) 

Kendrick	Lamar	- 	How	Much	a	Dollar	Cost

Kendrick	Lamar	-	I 

Kendrick	Lamar	-	Mortal	Man	(Clean) 

Kendrick	Lamar	-	Rigamortis	(Clean)

Kendrick	Lamar	-	United	in	Grief	(Clean)

Kendrick	Lamar	-	Untitled	No.	5	(Bass	Line)	(Clean)Kendrick	Lamar	-	Untitled	No.	5	(Bass	Line)	(Clean)

Kirk	Franklin-	Love	Theory 

Larry	Lovestein	-	Suspicions

Little	Simz	-	The	Garden 

Little	Simz	-	The	Rapper	That	Came	to	Tea	(Interlude)

Little	Simz	-	Two	Worlds	Apart	(Clean)  

Mac	Miller	-	Good	News

Marvin	Gaye	-	I	Want	You

Marvin	Gaye	-	Mercy	Mercy	Me

MF	DOOM	-	One	Beer

Maria	Schneider	- 	Concert	in	the	Garden	(BUY	HER	MUSIC)

Miles	Davis	-	Nardis

Miles	Davis	-	So	What

Miles	Davis	-	Stella	By	Starlight

NO	BS	Brass	-	3	AM	Bounce

NO	BS	Brass	-	Hoodie

Outkast	-	So	Fresh	So	Clean

Outkast	-	Ms.	Jackson

PJ	Morton	-	Claustrophobic

PJ	Morton-	How	Deep	is	Your	Love

Stevie	Wonder	-	That	Girl

Stevie	Wonder	-	Visions

Stevie	Wonder	-	As

Stevie	Wonder	-	Maybe	Your	Baby

Stevie	Wonder	-	They	Won't	Go	When	I	Go

Snarky	Puppy	-	Gretel

Snarky	Puppy	-	Grown	Folk

Tatsuro	Yamashita	-	Nightwing

Tatsuro	Yamashita	-	Sparkle

Terrace	Martin	-	Intro	and	For	Free

Thelonious	Monk	-	Well	You	Needn't

Thundercat	-	Them	Changes

Turiya	Alice	Coltrane	&	Devadip	Carlos	Santana	-	Illumination

Tyler	The	Creator	-	Glitter

Tyler,	The	Creator	-	Hot	Wind	Blows	(Clean) 

Tyler,	The	Creator	-	Safari	(Clean)

Tyler,	The	Creator	-	See	You	Again	(Clean) 

A	Tribe	Called	Quest	-	Electric	Relaxation	(Clean)

A	Tribe	Called	Quest	-	Excursions	(Clean)

Art	Blakey	-	Free	For	All

Art	Blakey	-	Moanin'

Art	Blakey	-	Hammer	Head

BadBadNotGood	-	And	That,	Too

BadBadNotGood	-	Confessions 

BadBadNotGood	-	Time	Moves	Slow

Bilal	ft	Robert	Glasper	-	ButterflyBilal	ft	Robert	Glasper	-	Butterfly

BLK	ODYSSY-	Ya	No	Podia	Salir

Chance	the	Rapper	-	Juice

Chance	The	Rapper	-	Tap	Dance

DOMI	&	JD	Beck	-	SMiLE

D'Angelo	-	Brown	Suga

D'Angelo	-	Untitled

Daniel	Ceasar	-	Best	Part	(ft	H.E.R.)

Donny	Hathaway	-	For	All	We	Know

Donny	Hathaway	-	Someday	We'll	All	Be	Free

Donny	Hathaway	-	Yesterday	

Flying	Lotus	-	Crust

Frank	Ocean	-	Godspeed

Frank	Ocean	-	Pyramid

Frank	Ocean	-	Super	Rich	Kids

The	Free	Design	-	Light	My	Fire

Herbie	Hancock	-	I	Thought	It	Was	You	

Hiatus	Kaiyote	-	Borderline	my	AtomsHiatus	Kaiyote	-	Borderline	my	Atoms

Hiatus	Kaiyote	-	Building	a	Ladder

Hiatus	Kaiyote	-	Stone	or	LavenderHiatus	Kaiyote	-	Stone	or	Lavender

Hiatus	Kaiyote	-	MolassesHiatus	Kaiyote	-	Molasses

Hiatus	Kaiyote-	Nakamarra 

Hiromi	-	Sicilian	Blue

Hiromi	-	Spiral

The	Internet	-	Special	Affair	(Clean)

Jacob	Collier	-	All	I	Need

Jacob	Collier	-	Don't	You	Worry	About	a	Thing

Jacob	Collier-	Tima	Alone	with	You

John	Coltrane	- 	Afro-Blue

John	Coltrane	-	After	the	RainJohn	Coltrane	-	After	the	Rain

John	Coltrane	-	My	Favorite	ThingsJohn	Coltrane	-	My	Favorite	Things

John	Coltrane	-	NaimaJohn	Coltrane	-	Naima

Kamasi	Washington	-	Askim

Kamasi	Washington	-	Claire	de	Lune

Kamasi	Washington	-	Street	Fighter	Mas

Kamasi	Washington	-	The	Truth
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OTHER	NOTABLE	WORKS
SKYWARD	(GRADE	2)
UNSPOKEN	(GRADE	2)

HALCYON	HEARTS	(GRADE	3)
INFINITY	(GRADE	3)

WHEN	HEAVEN	CRIES	(GRADE	3)
WILDHEART	(GRADE	3)

BRIDGES	(GRADE	4)
RIPTIDES	(GRADE	4)
HAYWIRE	(GRADE	5)

IN	LIVING	COLOR	(GRADE	5)
NOVA	(GRADE	5)

SUNSHINE	(GRADE	5)
WHERE	THE	SKY	HAS	NO	STARS	(GRADE	6)

BIO
Carrol l ton,	Georgia	native,	Katahj	Copley	(he/him/his)	premiered	his	first	work ,	Spectra,	in	2017	and	hasn’t	stopped	composing	since.	As	of
2017,	K atahj	has	written	over	100	work s,	incl uding	pieces	for	chamber	ensembles,	l arge	ensembles,	wind	ensembles,	and	orchestra.	H is
compositions	have	been	performed	and	commissioned	by	universities,	organizations,	and	professional 	ensembles,	incl uding	the	Caval iers
B rass,	Carrol l 	Symphony	Orchestra,	Cal ifornia	B and	D irector	Association,	Admiral 	L aunch	D uo,	and	the	Atl anta	Wind	Symphony.	K atahj	has
al so	received	cr itical 	accl aim	international ly	with	pieces	being	performed	in	Canada,	the	U nited	K ingdom,	Japan,	China,	and	Austral ia. 

K atahj	received	two	B achelor	of	M usic	degrees	from	the	U niversity	of	West	Georgia	in	M usic	E ducation	and	Composition	in	2021.	H e	is
currently	studying	composition	with	Omar	Thomas	at	the	U niversity	of	Texas	at	Austin .

Aside	from	composing,	K atahj	is	an	excited	educator	who	teaches	young	musicians	the	joy	of	discovering	music	and	why	music	is	a
phenomenal 	l anguage.

“M usic	for	me	has	always	been	this	impactful 	thing	in	my	l ife.	I t	can	soothe,	it	can	enrage,	it	can	quiet,	and	it	can	evoke	emotions	that	are
beyond	me	and	this	world	we	l ive	in .	I 	bel ieve	that	music	is	the	ul timate	source	of	freedom	and	imagination.	The	most	freedom	I 	have	had
as	a	musician	was	through	composing.	Composition	is	l ike	me	opening	my	heart	and	showing	the	world	my	drive,	my	passion,	and	my
soul .”

LAST	WORDS
F irst	o 	a	performance	note	would	be	(with	the	exception	of	the	flute	solo	in	the	second	section)	have	al l 	your	soloists
stand	for	their	respective	moments.	This	wil l 	give	not	only	sonic	clar ity	but	visual	clar ity .	Another	note,	as	the	woodwind	sol i
was	original ly	for	saxophones,	I 	h ighly	suggest	having	them	stand	during	the	sol i	of	the	first	section.	Thank	you	for	looking
through	these	notes.	Secondly,	when	performing	this	piece,	respect	where	it	comes	from-	take	the	time	to	understand	the
"vibes"	to	understand	the	manuerisms.	Each	section	has	its	own	brightness	and	colors,	so	embrace	them.	Understand	that
DOPE	is	something	di erent	from	a	lot	of	band	music	so	please	treat	it	with	the	respect	it	deserves-	which	I 	know	you	wil l !
Lastly	thank	you	for	giving	this	piece	a	chance,	and	thank	you	for	giving	breath	to	my	music.	Thank	you	for	supporting
something	that's-	to	me	at	least-	dope.	
Until 	Next	Time,	
Tahj

DRUMSET	&	ELECTRIC	BASS
		
Th e	D r u m set	an d	E lectr ic	B ass	P ar t	are	ver y 	essen tial 	in 	th is	wor k .	Th e	dr u m set	p ar t	is	n otated	in 	a	p ar ticu l ar 	way 	so	p lease	fol low
m ost	-	if	n ot	al l 	-	th e	n otation 	involved.	H owever 	if	th e	occassion al 	fil l 	can 	add	color s	th at	em b race	th e	vib e	of	th e	p iece	th en 	it	is	at
th e	con du ctor 's	discretion .	Th e	electr ic	b ass	p ar t	can 	b e	su b stitu ted	with 	a	dou b le	b ass/	u p r igh t	b ass.	I f	th at	is	th e	case,	th en 	al l 	of	th e
n ote	attack s	m u st	b e	p izz.	u n less	th e	n ote	val u e	is	lon ger 	th an 	a	h al f	n ote	(p lease	su stain 	th e	n ote	len gth 	th en ).
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Piccolo

F lute	I 	+	I I

Oboe	I 	+	I I

Bassoon	I 	+	I I

Clar inet	in	B b	I

Clar inet	in	B b	I I	+	I I I

Bass	Clar inet
in	B b

Soprano	Saxophone

Alto	Saxophone

Tenor	Saxophone

Baritone	Saxophone

Trumpet	in	B b	I

Trumpet	in	B b	I I 	+	I I I

Horn	in	F	I 	+	I I I

Horn	in	F	I I 	+	IV

Trombone	I

Trombone	I I

Bass	Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Electr ic	Bass

Timpani

Percussion	I

Percussion	I I

Percussion	I I I

Percussion	IV

Percussion	V

Percussion	VI

Drum	Set

P iano

Gritty	q	=	160
2 6 7

f mf

f mf

mp

f

pp

Gritty	q	=	160

p

2 6 7

44

44

&bbb ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

KATAHJ	COPLEY
(2022)DOPE

To	my	professor	Omar	Thomas.	Thank	you	for	pushing	me	to	go	pass	my	l imits,	embrace	my	love	of	music	and	for	help ing	th is	project.
Also	dedicated	to	the	ones	who	want	to	embrace	al l 	sides	of	their	music	identity	no	matter	what.	
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?bbb
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?bbb

Marimba
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